
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

20 MARCH 2019 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a regular meeting at 7:30 PM, on March 20, 2019 at Village Hall, 50 
Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
1. St. Lawrence Parade Permit – George Sohn – April 19 Parade permit starting at 7:30pm at 121 Main Street, proceeding 

up Main Street to Progress Street and continuing up Prospect Street to St. Lawrence O’Toole Church.  Mayor Schoenig 
motions to authorize the Stations of The Cross parade permit application on April 19, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
assembly at 121 Main Street, marching up Main Street to Progress Street to Prospect Street and ending at St. Lawrence 
O’Toole Church, waiving all fees, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

2. Little League Parade Permit – Jimmy King – April 27, 2019, gathering at 9:30 a.m. at Veteran’s Park, kick off at 10:00 
a.m., march to Markel Park.  Mayor motions to authorize the Little League parade permit application from 9:30 a.m. to 
12 noon waiving all fees, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

3. Tree Planting – Norma Parreira appears before the Board to request permission and partnership to plant a tree in the 
Village in honor of Earth Day.  For the last decade she has volunteered to organize the Earth Day (Pachamama) activities 
in the Village and Town and this year she would like to include planting a tree which will continue to be nurtured by the 
populace within the Village limits and hopes to have more trees planted in the future.  Mayor Schoenig suggests Wells 
Park as a possible location and says the Village can locate a spot for the planting and prepare the soil to some extent.   

4. St. Andrews Church Spring Bazaar April 13, 2019, Ms. McGann - Parking regulations request for relief for vendor parking 
on Michael Neuner, Eastview and Garden St. with a placard to be put on dashboards.  Mayor Schoenig motions to 
authorize relief from parking regulations for vendors with proper placards on their dashboards on April 13, 2019 for 
Michael Neuner, Eastview Avenue, and Garden Street from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Monthly Reports 
5.1. January & February, 2019 Police Reports – Chief John Del Gardo delivers the January, 2019 Police report.  Copies of 

each report attached to these minutes.  Trustee Bryde asks about speeding tickets and whether they were in 
different parts of the Village.  Chief Del Gardo said they were spread out in many areas.  Trustee Bryde asks if the 
stop sign violations were also in different areas.  Chief Del Gardo says they were.  Trustee Bryde asks if the red 
lights were all in various areas of the Village.  Chief Del Gardo says they were.  Trustee Bryde asks about the open 
manhole cover, Chief Del Gardo says it was near the Brewster Fire Department.  Trustee Bryde asks if the 
intoxicated people were in the Village.  Chief Del Gardo says they were.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the 
January, 2019 Police report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   
Chief Del Gardo delivers the February, 2019 Police report.  Copy attached to these minutes.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
asks about the phone scam and says it seems unusual to see it on the Village Police report.  Chief Del Gardo says it 



is a little odd to see it but it is becoming more prevalent in every community.  Trustee Bryde says there was an 
increase in the selective traffic enforcement from January to February.  Chief Del Gardo said there was, yet there 
were fewer days.  Trustee Bryde asks why vehicle repairs increased in February.  Chief Del Gardo says the 2014 
Dodges were the primary reason.  Trustee Bryde asks about the ten aided cases.  Chief Del Gardo says people 
needed assistance and were either treated at the scene or taken to the hospital.  Trustee Bryde asks where the 
disorderly persons were.  Chief Del Gardo says one was at St. Lawrence shelter, and another St. Andrews around 
the corner.  Trustee Bryde asks about the supported police call outside the Village.  Chief Del Gardo says we do 
assist other agencies with disputes and fights outside the Village.  Trustee Bryde asks about suspicious vehicles and 
what prompts reports of suspicious vehicles.  Chief Del Gardo says that people typically call in these cases and our 
Police respond.  Most times it is nothing of concern.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February, 2019 Police 
report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5.2. February and March, 2019 Planning Board Report - Rick Lowell delivers the February and March, 2019 Planning 
Board reports. Copies attached to these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February and March, 
2019 Planning Board reports, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5.3. February, 2019 Code Enforcement Report – Bill Scorca delivers the February Code Enforcement report.  Copy 
attached to these minutes.  Trustee Bryde asks about the duplicate entries of $1,500 for February – Clerk Hansen 
to send email with the reason to Board of Trustees.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February, 2019 Code 
Enforcement report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5.4. February, 2019 Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson of Folchetti & Associations delivers the February Engineer’s 
report.  Copy attached to these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February, 2019 Engineer’s report, 
Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5.5. February, 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Report - Copy attached to these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to 
accept the ZBA report of no activity Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

6. Proposed amendments to Vehicle & Traffic Chapter 250 – Mayor Schoenig says that Chief Del Gardo will consult with 
DPW Superintendent Consentino and put together a list of streets for the relevant sections and send it over to Counsel 
Molé. 

7. General Code Update for 2018 Copy of proposal attached to these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the 
General Code Update for a cost not to exceed $1,800 as described in the attached quote, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 
5 to 0. 

8. Billing arrears (45 day post quarterly billing list) 
8.1. Treasurer Hansen says Deputy Clerk-Treasurer is aggressively pursuing the arrears, making phone calls, sending out 

letters and shut off notices as needed so our arrears are at a very low level compared to prior years.   
9. Present Tentative Budget for FY 2020 to Board of Trustees - Copy of the Tentative Budget is posted on our website: 

www.brewstervillage-ny.gov presented to Board of Trustees as filed in the Clerk’s office. 
9.1. Set 2020 budget work sessions as may be needed – Mayor Schoenig motions to set work sessions for March 27, 

2019 at 7:00 p.m. and April 3, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. if needed, at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509, 
Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9.2. Mayor Schoenig motions to set the 2020 budget Public Hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

10. Correspondence sent & received for February, 2019 – Trustee Bryde questions no correspondence received.  Deputy 
Clerk-Treasurer Chiudina says there was none.  Trustee Bryde asks about the status of the collection letters sent.  
Treasurer Hansen says they have all been resolved.  Trustee Bryde asks about the security company’s willingness to 
move to quarterly billing.  Treasurer Hansen says they are switching to quarterly billing.  Mayor Schoenig motions to 
accept correspondence sent received, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

11. Minutes for approval; 
11.1. March 6, 2019 Minutes – Trustee Bryde motions to approve the March 6, 2019 minutes, Mayor Schoenig 

2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
12.  Vouchers Payable – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order but questions the 

status of the Verizon phone billing.  Treasurer Hansen says the Verizon billing is in order.  The MCI billing, which is not 
being paid is not in order. 
12.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $13,427.56 
12.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,093.53 

http://www.brewstervillage-ny.gov/
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12.3. EN -  ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW - REFUND 1,735.00 
12.4. F -  WATER FUND 9,203.75 
12.5. G -  SEWER FUND 62,910.16 
12.6. T -  TRUST & AGENCY 4,637.07 

Total Vouchers Payable $111,007.07 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the vouchers as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

13. Village Matters Review & Approval – Deputy Mayor Piccini says the final copy with all changes made to date is in front 
of the Board for review.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the version to go to the printer, Trustee Gaspar 2nd 
all in favor 5 to 0. 

14. Other Business 
14.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini says the Village Matters newspaper process should be reviewed in detail because the 

current process is too much of a struggle for the Village staff and members of the Board.  Mayor Schoenig asks if it 
is worth it.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says she thinks it is still valuable and thinks if we can find a better way to publish 
the paper then we should continue to do so.  We should include better collaboration including responsiveness in 
any future evaluation. 

14.2. Trustee Bryde says Judy Callahan submitted her picture for the Women of Distinction wall at Village Hall.   
Trustee Bryde said we have not gotten a picture from Melissa Kamen yet.  Mayor Schoenig says he will reach out 
to her again.  Trustee Bryde asks about the status of storing library materials at 25 Marvin Ave.  Peter Carey says it 
should start sometime in April.  

15. New Business 
15.1. Trustee Bryde says that Community That Cares met today mostly about vaping and the legalization of 

marijuana. The next medication take-back day is Saturday, April 27, 2019 at Putnam Hospital.  Trustee Bryde says 
the State is planning to renovate a 2.8 mile section of Rte. 22 which is to be repaved this summer.  

15.2. Counsel Molé introduces Attorney Bob Cinque representing Moonlight Café who is looking for some 
direction from the Board of Trustees regarding Moonlight Café and their zoning questions and issues.  Mr. Cinque 
says Moonlight Café has been open for a little over a year and is committed to the community and heavily involved 
in mutually benevolent works.  Mr. Cinque thinks there is some confusion in communication between the 
proprietors and Village Code Enforcement.  Mr. Cinque would like to know whether the Board would consider a 
Zoning change for that property to allow the entertainment requested (cabaret).  Additionally, the café would like 
outside seating under the overhang separated from Route 22 traffic by a curb and driveway.  Village Code 
Enforcement Officer Bill Scorca says there are still some issues with site plan conformance at present and the 
property owner has not appeared to have been willing to comply to the site plan requirements that date back well 
over a decade.  Counsel Molé says there are violations on the existing property and the Village does not entertain 
applications on a property with outstanding violations.  Mr. Cinque questions whether the definition of a cabaret 
according to Village Code applies.  Counsel Molé asks which direction the Board is inclined to approach this 
problem should the applicant proceed.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says Special Use Permit is her preference should 
there be an opportunity for an application to proceed.  Trustee Gaspar agrees.   

16. Public Comment 
16.1. Several members of the public appeared and expressed support for Moonlight Café’s ability to have limited 

live musical performances saying they were casual, intimate and limited in size, and the café does not fit the 
definition of a typical cabaret.   

16.2. The Music Cottage owner, a business in the Village, also expresses support for Moonlight Café. 
16.3. Mr. Cinque asks if fundraisers and private events are exempted from the Cabaret rules.  Counsel Molé is 

willing to discuss all options. 
16.4. Rick Stockburger asks about the transfer of property on N. Main and the Green Lot is proceeding.  Mayor 

Schoenig says it is. 
17. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss legal matters, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
18. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session resume the regular meeting and adjourn, Deputy Mayor 

Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
  



 

































 
  



 

 

 

 

March 5, 2019 

 

Attention: Peter Hansen & Village Trustees 

 

Reference: February ZBA Activity 

 

Please be advised that there were no meetings pertaining to the ZBA in February. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Todd Gianguzzi ZBA, Chairman 
 
  



 

 


